BACKYARD TRENDS THAT ADD VALUE

In Windsor-Essex, summer is more
than a season—it's a lifestyle.

From backyard barbecues and
pool days to evenings spent
around the fire with friends and
family, our outdoor spaces play a
major role in how we enjoy our
homes. With warm summers, ALY
beautiful waterfront communities, ’ '
and neighbourhoods throughout
Windsor, LaSalle, Tecumseh,
Lakeshore, and Essex County, it's no
surprise that homeowners are
investing more time and money
into making their backyards an ‘
extension of their living space. ‘

But which backyard improvements
are actually worth the investment?

The answer isn't always the most
expensive project. The outdoor
features that tend to make the
biggest difference are often the
ones that improve functionality,
create usable living space, and
make a home feel like a place
where people genuinely want to
spend time.

If youre planning to enjoy your
backyard for years to come—or
you're thinking about selling in the
future—here are some of the
trends worth considering.




THE BEST BACKYARD IS ONE THAT FITS
THE HOME

When it comes to adding value, the most important consideration may
e balance.

A backyard renovation should make sense for the property, the
neighbourhood, and the homeowner.

A modest bungalow may benefit most from a beautifully landscaped
patio and comfortable seating area. A large luxury home may be
better suited to an outdoor kitchen, pool, covered entertaining areq,
and extensive landscaping.

The goal isn't to create the most expensive backyard possible. It's to
create a space that feels like a natural extension of the home.

Over-improving a backyard can be just as important to avoid as
under-investing in it. Homeowners should consider the value of
surrounding properties and the expectations of buyers in their
neighbourhood before undertaking major renovations.




POOLS: LIFESTYLE INVESTMENT OR
VALUE BOOSTER?

In Windsor-Essex, a backyard swimming pool can be incredibly
appealing.

Our hot summer temperatures make pools a popular feature,
particularly for families with children. A well-maintained pool can also
transform a backyard into the centre of summer activities and provide
years of enjoyment.

But when it comes to resale value, pools are more complicated.
Some buyers see a pool as a dream feature, while others see it as
maintenance, insurance, and additional expense.

It's also important to check local requirements before starting. In the
City of Windsor, swimming pools are among the projects that require a
building permit, and the City provides specific pool site plan and guide
information. Requirements may differ in surrounding municipalities, so
homeowners should always confirm regulations with their local
building department before beginning construction.




PATIOS, DECKS, AND DEFINED
OUTDOOR SPACES

A backyard is much more functional when it has a designated place to
sit, dine, and entertain.

Whether it's a simple patio, a raised deck, or a combination of both,
creating a defined outdoor living area can help buyers visualize how
they would use the space.

In Windsor, certain deck projects require permits depending on their
height and construction. Even projects that don't require a building
permit must still comply with applicable zoning and Ontario Building
Code requirements. Homeowners should confirm requirements with
their municipality before beginning work.

The same principle applies throughout Essex County: always check
with your local municipality before starting a significant outdoor
renovation.




OUTDOOR LIVING ROOMS

The backyard is no longer just a patch of grass behind the house.
Today's homeowners are creating outdoor living rooms that function
as an extension of their indoor space. Comfortable seating, outdoor
rugs, lighting, privacy screens, and weather-resistant furniture can
transform a basic patio into a destination.

For Windsor-Essex homeowners, this is especially appealing because
our summers offer plenty of opportunities to enjoy outdoor living. A
well-designed space can become the perfect setting for morning
coffee, family dinners, weekend entertaining, or relaxing after a long
day.

The key is creating a space that feels intentional and connected to the
home.

A patio located directly off the kitchen or dining areaq, for example, can
create a natural flow between indoor and outdoor entertaining. Buyers
often respond positively to outdoor spaces that feel like a true
extension of the home's floor plan.

I




OUTDOOR KITCHENS AND
ENTERTAINING AREAS

Outdoor kitchens are becoming increasingly popular, particularly for
homeowners who love entertaining. Depending on the budget and
available space, an outdoor cooking area could include anything from
a built-in barbecue and countertop to a full kitchen with a refrigerator,
sink, storage, and dining area.

However, homeowners should think carefully about how much they
invest.

A high-end outdoor kitchen may be perfect for a homeowner who
plans to stay for many years, but it doesn't necessarily mean the entire
cost will be recovered when the home is sold. As with any renovation,
the best approach is to consider both personal enjoyment and broad
buyer appeal.

For most homeowners, a well-designed barbecue area with durable
countertops, comfortable seating, and convenient storage can provide
many of the benefits without overbuilding the space.




OUTDOOR LIGHTING

The right lighting can completely change a backyard after sunset.

Pathway lighting, deck lights, landscape lighting, and strategically
placed fixtures can make outdoor spaces feel safer, more welcoming,
and more usable in the evening.

Lighting can also highlight the features you've already invested in—
whether that's mature trees, gardens, architectural details, or a
beautiful patio.

The best outdoor lighting is often subtle. Instead of flooding the entire
yard with bright lights, consider using layered lighting to create a
warm and inviting atmosphere.




THINKING ABOUT SELLING?

If youre planning to sell your Windsor-Essex home, don't assume you
need to complete a major backyard renovation before listing.

Sometimes, the best improvements are simple:

Clean and power wash patios and decks

Trimn overgrown trees and shrubs

Refresh garden beds with mulch

Repair damaged fencing

Clean outdoor furniture

Add simple outdoor lighting

Remove clutter

Stage the backyard with comfortable furniture
Make the space feel inviting and functional

The goal is to help potential buyers imagine themselves enjoying the
property.

A backyard doesn't have to be extravagant to make an impression. It
just needs to feel cared for, functional, and ready to enjoy.




LOOKING AHEAD

As outdoor living continues to evolve,
homeowners are increasingly looking
at their backyards as an extension of
their homes—not  simply  as
additional property.

The most valuable improvements
are often those that combine
functionality, enjoyment, and long-
term appeal.

Whether you're considering a new
patio, creating a low-maintenance
garden, adding a pool, or designing
a complete outdoor entertaining
space, the best investment is one
that improves the way you live while
making sense for your home and
neighbourhood.

At Synergy Real Estate Group, we
help homeowners look at their
properties from both a lifestyle and
real estate perspective. If youre
wondering  which  improvements
could make the most sense before
selling—or you're curious about how
your current home compares to
today's market—we'd be happy to
help.

Thinking about making a move? Let's
talk about your home's potential.
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